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IMPORTANT NOTICE

POLYPROPYLENE IS THE MOST COMMONLY USED POLYMER FOR 

MANUFACTURING LARGE BAGS (50 TO 100 kg) FOR AGRICULTURAL SEED, 

FERTILIZERS AND ANIMAL FEEDS. 

IT IS A VALUABLE POLYMER THAT CAN BE RECYCLED BUT REQUIRES SPECIAL 

CLEANING AND CARE.

POLYPROPYLENE DECAYS RAPIDLY, HENCE IS IMPORTANT TO RECYCLE SUCH 

BAGS IMMEDIATELY AFTER THEY WERE CLEANED.  

SEED BAGS MUST BE SEPARATED FROM FERTILIZER AND ANIMAL FEED BAGS. 

SEED BAGS ARE USUALLY VERY CLEAN AND REQUIRE MINIMUM CLEANING WHILE 

FERTILIZER AND ANIMAL FEED BAGS CONTAIN SOLID PARTICLES THAT MAKE 

THEM UNFIT FOR RECYCLING UNLESS THEY ARE PROPERLY CLEANED. PLASTIC 

COLLECTORS AND RECYCLERS WILL NOT TAKE BAGS THAT ARE CONTAMINATED 

WITH GRIT AND SOLID PARTICLES.  



CLEANING AND RECYCLING POLYPROPYLENE                         NOVEMBER 2019 
SEED BAGS

HOME

CLEANING AND RECYCLING BAGS THAT CONTAINED UNTREATED OR PESTICIDE TREATED SEED

1 Empty the bag completely by shaking vigorously with the open end facing
downwards.

2 Turn the bag inside out and hose off with a strong jet of water for 30 seconds
over soil in the crop field.

3 Shake all the water off the bag.

4 Repeat steps 2 and 3 twice.

5 Remove the cotton stitching from both ends and if not possible, cut the ends
with the stitching off. Dispose of the cotton and cut-off ends with normal sold
waste.

6 Dry the bags out and bind into bundles.

7 Contact one of the CropLife SA approved collectors/recyclers and arrange for
them to collect or receive the bags as soon as possible.



CLEANING AND RECYCLING POLYPROPYLENE NOVEMBER 2019
FERTILIZER AND ANIMAL FEED BAGS

HOME

CLEANING FERTILIZER AND ANIMAL FEED BAGS

1 Empty the bag completely by shaking vigorously with the open end facing downwards. Make
sure the bag is fee of solid particles.

2 Turn the bag inside out and hose off with a strong jet of water for 30 seconds onto fallow soil
preferable in the crop field.

3 Shake all the water off.

4 Repeat steps 2 and 3 twice.

5 Remove the cotton stitching from both ends and if not possible, cut the bag ends with the
stitching off. Dispose of the cotton and cut-off ends with normal sold waste.

6 Dry the bags and bind into bundles. Store the bundles securely out of direct sunlight in a cool
place.

7 Contact one of the CropLife SA approved collectors/recyclers and arrange for them to collect or
receive the bags.


